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Abstract
This analytical study examines the impact of the external auditor's opinion and report on enhancing
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) disclosure practices and corporate compliance with
Environmental, Social, and Governance (ESG) scorecards within the Iraqi business environment.
The research problem lies in evaluating the effectiveness of the external auditor's role in promoting
and reporting CSR disclosure practices. To achieve the study's objectives, a measurement tool
comprising 33 indicators distributed across several dimensions was applied to a sample of 3 banks
listed on the Iraq Stock Exchange (Bank of Baghdad, International Development Bank, and Iraqi
Islamic Bank) for the period from 2019 to 2022, yielding 12 observations. Results demonstrated
statistically significant differences indicating an increase in CSR disclosure rates during 2021-2022
compared to previous years, attributed to the external auditor's report and scorecard implementation.
The study recommends expanding the "Other Matters" paragraph in the external auditor's report to
incorporate greater details regarding environmental and social issues.
Keywords :External Auditing, Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), ESG Scorecard, Social and
Environmental Disclosure, Iraq Stock Exchange.
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